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Inside this issue:Inside this issue:Inside this issue:    The summer carnival tradition 
at Lakes Entrance goes back to 
the early 1950s, when it was 
first established on the Espla-
nade. 

In those days there were lots of rides, side-

shows, a merry-go-round - ŀƴŘ ƛǘ ǿƻǳƭŘƴΩǘ 

have been a carnival without a Ferris wheel. 

People took their entire annual holiday in 

January, when offices and factories closed 

down for a whole month or more, and 

tended to stay in one place for the holiday. 

The summer school holidays were longer 

too, as there were only three terms per 

year with just a short break between them. 

 The carnival was a regular feature of the 

holiday season right through the latter dec-

ades of the 20th century - an exciting treat 

for families with children.  

Teenagers loved it too: a chance to meet up 

ǿƛǘƘ ōƻȅǎ ŀƴŘ ƎƛǊƭǎ ŦǊƻƳ Ψƻǳǘ ƻŦ ǘƻǿƴΩ ŀƴŘ 

the thrill of a holiday romance. 

The carnival held a special place in the com-

munity when the town was so much 

smaller, money not so plentiful and travel, 

even just to Melbourne, not nearly as easy. 

The whole town  grieved when the last 

carnival packed up its tents in ΧΦ 

It was some consolation when the carnival 

site was chosen by Safeway for their super-

market in the early 1990s, but another 

piece of Lakes Entrance history had been 

lost. 

Carnival stalls and  merry - go- round on the Esplanade c1950s  

After some serious lobbying by the local 

tourism group, the carnival returned during 

the summer of 2013-14.  New operators, 

Chants Amusements, say it is bigger and 

better than ever this year with over 25 

rides and games - something for all the 

family - and no admission charge. 

The carnival is on until 2 February, so 

ǘƘŜǊŜΩǎ ǎǘƛƭƭ ǘƛƳŜ ŦƻǊ Ψŀ ǘǊƛǇ Řƻǿƴ ƳŜƳƻǊȅ 

lane. 

Chants have been awarded a five year con-

tract, so we can expect to have all the fun 

of the fair on Cunninghame Arm for at least 

several summers to come. 

Todayõs carnival, as operated by Chants Amusements. 

More carnival memories on pages 2 and 3 
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A military history lesson 
When a group of members visited 
[ŀƪŜǎ 9ƴǘǊŀƴŎŜΩǎ wƻō CŜǊƎǳǎƻƴ ǊŜπ
cently, we were blown away by the 
range of items in his collectionτ
and his amazing knowledge of all 
things military. 

The collection includes uniforms, weap-
ons, insignia and items of equipment 
from the American Civil War, the Boer 
War, both World Wars, Korea and Viet-
nam, as well as more recent conflicts in 
Iraq and Afghanistan. 

The Japanese, Russian and Chinese de-
fence forces are also represented, with a 
sprinkling of interesting and unusual 
items. 

Rob has a story about every item in his 
considerable collection. 

He also has a comprehensive library of 
publications on military topics. 

Everything in the collection is original, 
with the exception of some models of 
tanks, planes and such.  

Rob did admit that the chain mail and 
broad sword were never used by a knight 
of old. We all agreed that the odd replica 
was excusable, as we wondered how any-
body could move, let alone fight, with 
such weighty accoutrements. Or see with 
the helmet on. 

Rob demonstrates how to load an antique 17th century muzzle 

loading gun.  

The collection wouldn't be complete without a selection of 

colourful recruitment posters.  

Ads for previous 

operator 

²ƛǘǘƛƴƎǎƭƻǿΩǎ ƛƴ мфус 

(left) and 1972 (right). 
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Rob Ferguson with a Light Horse Brigade plumed hat.  

Genuine German leather ôpickelhaubeõ helmet. 

Asked what was his most treasured 
item, Robert produced a tiny gold 
ōŀŘƎŜ όƘŜƭŘ ƛƴ wƻōȅƴ tǳǊŘȅΩǎ ǇŀƭƳ ƛƴ 
the photo at right. 

This is a rarity in Australian militaria, 
one of the original badges designed 
after Federation and issued in 1902 to 
Australian contingents serving in South 
Africa during the South African (Second 
Boer) War.  

Robõs favourite item: an original rising sun badge, issued in 1902 

to Australian contingents serving in the Boer War.  

Carnival time in Lakes 
Entrance: on 7 January 
мфту {ǘ .ǊŜƴŘŀƴΩǎ 
Catholic Church burnt 
down while the Ferris 
wheel turned in the 
background; in 1980 
the same Ferris wheel 
shared a serene sunset 
with the scallop boat 
Nea-artaky.  


